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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



 

2004-05 ENROLLMENT ANALYSIS 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The annual report of five-year enrollment projections for all schools and grades in the Newton 
Public Schools is based on current and historical enrollment as well as demographic factors 
such as birth rates and the number of children aged 0 to 4.  After eleven years of continuous 
growth from 1989 to 1999, Newton’s public school enrollment was flat in 2000 and 2001.  In 
2002, enrollment was up by 0.2%, and later decreased by only 0.1%, or 9 students, in 2003.  
The current year enrollment of 11,268 is 1 student more than last year, reaffirming the recent 
trend of stability in student enrollment.  However, the 2005-06 enrollment is projected to 
decrease by 31 students.  Enrollment in 2006-07 will continue to decrease, followed by another 
three years of decreasing enrollments by 1.2% on average. 

The trends have changed in the elementary and middle schools.  After five years of decreasing 
enrollment, the current elementary school population is up by 0.7%, or 37 students.  
Enrollment is projected to increase slightly over the next two years.  Small increases in 
elementary enrollment will give way to decreases in 2007-08 that will continue for another two 
years.   

Middle schools increased in population until stabilizing in 2002-03.  Current middle school 
projections are the opposite of elementary school projections.  Middle school enrollment 
decreased by 2% in 2004-05, and is projected to be followed by 3.2% average decreases over 
the next two years.  The current decrease represents the movement of the smaller elementary 
population to the middle schools.  By 2008-09 and continuing into 2009-10, middle school 
enrollment will once again be on the rise. 

High School enrollment is projected to peak at 3,716 students next year, an increase of 43 
students, or 1.2% over the current school year.  From 2006-07 through 2009-10, the high 
school population will decrease by 207 students, or 6%, as the smaller middle school 
population moves through the system.   

Newton’s overall public school enrollment is expected to decrease by 511 students, or 5.4%, by 
2009-10.  Between now and the next two school years, small net population increases of 22 
and 13 at the elementary and high school levels, respectively, will be offset by a decrease of 
161 students at the middle schools.  Then, for the three-year period from 2007-08 through 
2009-10, net population decreases of 310 and 207 at the elementary and high school levels, 
respectively, will more than offset the 132 net increase in the middle schools.     
 
Present Enrollment 

The official October 1, 2004 enrollment of 11,268 students was reported to the Department of 
Education and is used as the starting point for the projection analysis.  Overall, enrollment is 
up by only 1 student versus last year.  There are 37 more elementary students this year than last 
year with total K-5 enrollment increasing from 4,938 to 4,975.  Total current middle school 
enrollment of 2,620 is 53 less than last year.  At the high school level, enrollments increased by 
17 students, from 3,656 students in 2003-04 to 3,673 students at present.  The current year is 
the second of redistricting from Newton North to Newton South, with the eventual goal of 
equalized enrollment at the two high schools.  Enrollments at South are up by 65 students over 
last year, while North accommodates 48 less students.      



 

Current actual enrollment of 11,268 is 36 students more than the projection made in December 
2003.  The variance is less than one half of one percent and is made up of a difference of 20 
more elementary students, 13 less middle school students, and 29 more high school students 
from projections.  The full report provides information on past and future enrollment trends, 
the projection method, and detailed information for each school.  The appendix includes data 
for special enrollments including METCO, English Language Learners and special education 
students. 

Avalon at Newton Highlands Housing Development 

Avalon at Newton Highlands opened as a 295-unit apartment complex in June, 2003.  The 
opening of this residence represented a significant change in the trends for housing statistics in 
Newton.  Rental Office data indicates that as of November 2004, 97% of the apartments are 
rented with a population of 75 children from ages 5 to 17.  Of these 75 children, 28% moved to 
Avalon from within Newton.  There are 52 students from the development that are confirmed 
as enrolled in the Newton Public Schools.  The number of students enrolled in private schools 
or home-schooled is estimated by the Rental Office at 8 students.  Private school data is 
estimated, and final counts will be available in February, 2005.  Please refer to Table 13 for 
greater detail of the demographics of Avalon at Newton Highlands.         

Future Enrollment  
 
The traditional cohort survival method of enrollment projections using five-year historical 
data yields the following projections for grades K-12: 
 
  Actual Projections Using 5 Year Ratios 

Level 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 
 Elementary      4,975       4,989       4,997       4,928       4,779       4,687  
 Middle      2,620       2,532       2,459       2,463       2,505       2,591  
 High School      3,673       3,716       3,686       3,629       3,561       3,479  
 Total    11,268     11,237     11,142     11,020     10,845     10,757  

Trends to Watch (See Chart to Follow) 
1. Overall school enrollment in Newton is projected to decline by 31 students next year, 

followed by decreases of 95, 122, 175, and 88 in the 2006-07 school year and beyond. 
 
2. Elementary school enrollment is projected to increase by 22 students through 2006-07 and 

then to decrease by 69, 149 and 92 respectively over the next three years.  
 
3. Over a five-year period, the ratio of births to kindergarten entry increased in 2004, as it 

did last year.  After slowing up until last year, elementary enrollment increased in 2004, 
with 805 students entering kindergarten versus 796 last year. 

 
4. Middle school enrollment is projected to decrease steadily through 2006-07 as the 

elementary trend of the past few years moves to grades 6-8.  Then, as elementary students 
move up, middle school enrollment is expected to increase in 2007-08 and beyond. 

 
5. High school enrollment is projected to peak at 3,716 students in 2005-06, reflecting 

expected movement of the population from the middle schools.   



 

 

TOTAL ENROLLMENT, ACTUAL AND PROJECTED, 1975-2009
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The Report 

The complete report provides full detail regarding current enrollment and projections.  It is 
divided into four sections. 

I.  Projected Enrollment Trends for the System, Elementary and Secondary Levels and the 
Impact of Redistricting - (pages 1-8) an in-depth look at system-wide and grade 
combination projections.  

II.  Enrollment Projection Method, Accuracy of Projections and Frequently Asked 
Questions - (pages 9-19) an overview that provides answers to commonly asked 
questions regarding enrollment projection method.   

III. Enrollment History - (pages 20-30) a discussion of past enrollment trends for the 
district as a whole as well as for the elementary, middle, and high school grade 
configurations. 

IV. Individual School Reports - (pages 31-67) includes information on current and 
projected enrollments by school and by grade and/or program. 

  
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I. PROJECTED ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

 

System-wide 

Elementary Projections  

Secondary Projections and the Impact of Redistricting 



 

I. PROJECTED ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

System-wide Trends 

Enrollment for all schools is projected to decrease by a net of over 500 students during the 
next five years.  This trend continues the tapering off which began after an eleven-year period 
of growth spanning from 1989 to 1999.  The graph in the Executive Summary best illustrates 
the trend of decreases from the early 1970's through 1988, followed by sustained increases for 
eleven years.  The chart below shows that in the outer years, elementary school enrollment is 
expected to decrease.  At the secondary level, future increases in the middle school population 
partially offset decreases in the high schools.  By 2009-10, middle school enrollment will 
likely increase by an amount only slightly greater than the decrease in high school enrollment. 

ENROLLMENT TREND BY GRADE LEVEL
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One means of visualizing the trends on a system-wide basis is to view the incoming 
population (i.e., kindergarten students) in comparison to the outgoing students (i.e., twelfth 
graders).  The chart below depicts numerically the opposing trends that are occurring within 
the system. 

 
  Actual Enrollments Projected Enrollments 
Grade 97-98 98-99 99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 
K 808 841 787 736 766 792 796 805 751 720 665 602 714 
12 754 756 772 765 864 855 890 860 923 894 881 903 892 
Difference 54 85 15 -29 -98 -63 -94 -55 -172 -174 -216 -301 -178 

 



 

 
Elementary Projections 

Elementary enrollments are expected to increase from 4,975 to 4,997 by 2006-07.  Elementary 
enrollment projections are dependent on current student counts plus census data for children 
under age five.  For the current year, there has been an increase of 37 students.  The ratio of 
children of less than 1 year of age and the kindergarten enrollment five years later increased 
slightly over last year.  Using city data, the 1.3% increase in the number of children entering 
kindergarten (2003 versus 2004) was enough to offset the 0.7% decrease in the number of 
births (1998 versus 1999.)  Refer to Section II - Enrollment Projection Method for more 
information. 

Table 5 provides the history of elementary enrollments from 1978 to 2004 and the projected 
changes from 2005 to 2009.  Note that the table reflects a grade organization of K-6 from 
1978 to 1992.  From 1993 forward, it reflects the grade organization of K-5. 

Secondary Projections and the Impact of Redistricting 

Middle school enrollments are projected to decrease for the next two years before leveling off 
and eventually increasing.  The current enrollment of 2,620 students is projected to decrease 
to 2,459 students by 2006-07, a 6% decrease.  The enrollments by school reflect redistricting 
for Bigelow and Day Middle Schools, begun in September 2002. 

High school enrollment projections show net growth through 2005-06, followed by four years 
of decreasing enrollments.  Of particular interest are the trends for the two high schools.  In 
September 2003, the first group of ninth graders attended Newton South High School as part 
of the high school redistricting plan.  By September 2006, this group of students will be 
seniors, and redistricting of the high schools will be complete.  Newton North High School is 
projected to decrease by 156 students, or 7% between the current school year and the start of 
the 2006-07 school year.  Newton South High School is projected to increase by 169 students, 
or 11%, between the current school year and 2006-07. 

The historic growth in grades 9-12 in Newton over the past several years matches national and 
state trends.  It represents the movement of more than a decade of growth in school population 
into secondary schools.  Total grade 9-12 enrollment is projected to peak by the year 2005-06, 
as expected, with an increase of 43 students, or 1.2% over the present time.  By the start of the 
2008-09 and 2009-10 school years, as compared to today, North is projected to have 218 and 
257 fewer students respectively.  However, South is projected to have 106 and 63 more 
students, respectively.   

These projections are based on general downward enrollment trends and the School 
Committee's Redistricting Policy incorporated into the projection model.  In the first year of 
redistricting (2003-04), Newton South’s grade 9 population increased by 46, or 13%, while 
Newton North’s grade 9 decreased by 72, or 13%.  In the second year of redistricting (2004-
05), South's grade 10 population increased by 39, or 10%, while North's grade 10 population 
decreased by 73, or 13%.  Secondary data showing past, present and projected enrollments are 
presented in Table 6.   

 



TABLE 1
PROJECTED ENROLLMENTS BY SCHOOL

2005-2009

Spec. Actual Projections Using 5 Year Average Ratios
School Ed.* FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10
Angier 363 359 354 346 314 309
Bowen 375 379 374 384 362 357
Burr 314 314 320 303 299 287
Cabot 357 356 368 359 341 337
Countryside** 448 445 426 420 409 388
Franklin (17) 386 390 384 371 358 350
Horace Mann 337 340 348 344 356 349
Lincoln-Eliot 229 230 212 206 194 188
Mason-Rice 365 365 359 366 352 353
Memorial-Spaulding 427 407 401 380 366 347
Peirce 286 301 307 309 278 261
Underwood 275 276 275 274 264 258
Ward 262 252 241 230 213 211
Williams 264 280 287 267 268 262
Zervas 287 295 296 277 266 246
New METCO*** 45 92 139 184
TOTAL ELEMENTARY (17) 4,975 4,989 4,997 4,928 4,779 4,687
Bigelow 510 483 483 475 486 478
Brown** (4) 787 718 687 668 700 706
Day 758 766 739 754 755 817
Oak Hill 565 565 550 566 564 590
TOTAL MIDDLE (4) 2,620 2,532 2,459 2,463 2,505 2,591
Newton North (67) 2,121 2,049 1,965 1,942 1,903 1,864
Newton South** (30) 1,552 1,667 1,721 1,687 1,658 1,615
TOTAL SR. HIGH**** (97) 3,673 3,716 3,686 3,629 3,561 3,479
GRAND TOTAL (118) 11,268 11,237 11,142 11,020 10,845 10,757

services outside the regular classroom over 60% of the time (formerly 502.4 students).

****The high school projections for FY06 and FY07 include the impact of revised feeder patterns 
based on redistricting.

***New METCO students are included in the individual schools for 2005-2006.  For 2006-2009, 
they are included in a separate row.  The figures in this row are cumulative, that is, the 2007 figure 
of 92 has been calculated by adding the 45 new students in 2006 to 47 additional new METCO 
students expected in 2007.

*Enrollment numbers and projections include students who receive Special Education   

**Countryside, Brown, and South enrollment projections assume full occupancy of Avalon at 
Newton Highlands.  The development is 97% filled as of November 2004.



TABLE 2
PROJECTED ENROLLMENTS BY GRADE

2005-2009

Actual Projections Using 5 Year Average Ratios
Grade FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10

K* 805 751 720 665 602 714
1 856 838 778 746 688 622
2 836 878 853 790 758 699
3 831 848 888 865 799 768
4 819 838 854 899 873 808
5 811 819 842 854 903 875

Spec. Ed.** 17 17 17 17 17 17
New METCO 45 92 139 184

TOTAL ELEMENTARY 4,975 4,989 4,997 4,928 4,779 4,687     
Diff. from Previous Year 14 8 -69 -149 -92
% Change 0.3% 0.2% -1.4% -3.0% -1.9%

6 829 804 811 833 844 896
7 889 836 810 818 840 853
8 898 888 834 808 817 838

Spec. Ed.** 4 4 4 4 4 4
TOTAL MIDDLE 2,620 2,532 2,459 2,463 2,505 2,591
Diff. from Previous Year -88 -73 4 42 86
% Change -3.4% -2.9% 0.2% 1.7% 3.4%

9 892 914 903 849 823 831
10 899 886 908 897 844 818
11 925 896 884 905 894 841
12 860 923 894 881 903 892

Spec. Ed. & Post-grads.** 97 97 97 97 97 97
TOTAL SR. HIGH 3,673 3,716 3,686 3,629 3,561 3,479
Diff. from Previous Year 43 -30 -57 -68 -82
% change 1.2% -0.8% -1.5% -1.9% -2.3%
GRAND TOTAL 11,268 11,237 11,142 11,020 10,845 10,757
Diff. from Previous Year -31 -95 -122 -175 -88
% Change -0.3% -0.8% -1.1% -1.6% -0.8%
*Beginning in September, 2002, the absolute cut-off date for Kindergarten was
   changed to August 31.

   services outside the regular classroom over 60% of the time (formerly 502.4 students).
**Enrollment numbers and projections include students who receive Special Education   



TABLE 3
PERCENT OF CHANGE BY GRADE SPAN

1998-1999 TO 2009-2010

Year Grades K-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12
Total % Change # Change Total % Change # Change Total % Change # Change

1998-1999 5,293 0.7% 37 2,614 -0.7% -17 3,259 4.2% 137
1999-2000 5,212 -1.5% -81 2,640 1.0% 26 3,396 4.2% 137
2000-2001 5,097 -2.2% -115 2,672 1.2% 32 3,477 2.4% 81
2001-2002 5,002 -1.9% -95 2,688 0.6% 16 3,560 2.4% 83
2002-2003 4,970 -0.6% -32 2,688 0.0% 0 3,618 1.6% 58
2003-2004 4,938 -0.6% -32 2,673 -0.6% -15 3,656 1.1% 38
2004-2005 4,975 0.7% 37 2,620 -2.0% -53 3,673 0.5% 17
2005-2006 4,989 0.3% 14 2,532 -3.4% -88 3,716 1.2% 43
2006-2007 4,997 0.2% 8 2,459 -2.9% -73 3,686 -0.8% -30
2007-2008 4,928 -1.4% -69 2,463 0.2% 4 3,629 -1.5% -57
2008-2009 4,779 -3.0% -149 2,505 1.7% 42 3,561 -1.9% -68
2009-2010 4,687 -1.9% -92 2,591 3.4% 86 3,479 -2.3% -82
% Change 

1998-1999 to 
2009-2010

-11.4% -0.9% 6.8%

% Change 
1998-1999 to 
2004-2005

-6.0% 0.2% 12.7%

% Change 
2004-2005 to 
2009-2010

-5.8% -1.1% -5.3%



Difference from %
Year Enrollment Previous Year Change
1967 18,424
1972 17,029
1973 16,546 –483            –2.8%
1974 16,152 –394            –2.4%
1975 15,842 –310            –1.9%
1976 15,242 –600            –3.8%
1977 14,555 –687            –4.5%
1978 13,819 –736            –5.1%
1979 13,050 –769            –5.6%
1980 12,426 –624            –4.8%
1981 11,635 –791            –6.4%
1982 10,898 –737            –6.3%
1983 10,411 –487            –4.5%
1984 10,054 –357            –3.4%
1985 9,700 –354            –3.5%
1986 9,435 –265            –2.7%
1987 9,240 –195            –2.1%
1988 9,142 –98            –1.1%
1989 9,276 +134            +1.5%
1990 9,488 +212            +2.3%
1991 9,728 +240            +2.5%
1992 10,010 +282            +2.9%
1993 10,360 +350            +3.5%
1994 10,571 +211            +2.0%
1995 10,680 +109            +1.0%
1996 10,850 +170            +1.6%
1997 10,944 +94            +0.9%
1998 11,166 +222            +2.0%
1999 11,248 +82            +0.7%
2000 11,246 –2            +0.0%
2001 11,250 +4            +0.0%
2002 11,276 +26            +0.2%
2003 11,267 –9            -0.1%
2004 11,268 +1            0.0%

PROJECTED
2005 11,237 –31            –0.3%
2006 11,142 –95            –0.8%
2007 11,020 –122            –1.1%
2008 10,845 –175            –1.6%
2009 10,757 –88            –0.8%

Note:  Peak enrollment year is in bold.

TABLE 4
   ACTUAL SYSTEM ENROLLMENT CHANGE 1967-2004



 

The ratios are influenced by several variables--census data, fertility rates, migration 
patterns, non-public school enrollment patterns, frequency of promotions or retentions, 
drop-out rates, the proportion of the City school-age population, housing patterns, the 
number of building permits issued, and other urban trends.  Because these variables 
change from year to year and from school to school, an average ratio of three to five years 
is used to project for the future. The more stable the community or the individual school 
neighborhood, the easier and more reliable the projections. 

The advantages of this type of model are: (1) it captures the multiple forces which affect 
population changes (move-ins, move-outs, transfers between schools); and (2) it distinguishes 
changes in each age group rather than looking at a composite of all changes. 

A limited number of school systems have prepared enrollment forecasts using other 
procedures.  For example, regression analysis utilizing the same predictors - births and 
past tendencies of school children to advance from one grade to the next - can be em-
ployed.  Other methods include:  Growth technique (establishes a district level enrollment 
curve based on ratios, migration, retention, drop-outs, private school enrollment, etc.); bell 
telephone method (historical comparison of dwellings to enrollment used to base 
projections); method of analogy (analysis of national trends or local growth influence on 
district enrollment); and the multiple factor method (study of the social and economic 
factors influence on enrollment). 

5.  What procedure has been historically utilized in Newton?  

The cohort survival ratio method for system-wide projections with adjustments, if 
appropriate, at the school level has been used for many years.  In the past, a combination 
of three-year and five-year average ratios has been used.  This report includes only five-
year ratios in order to provide a consistent timeframe for the model across all schools.  

6.  How accurate are projections?  

The quality of the data obviously influences the accuracy of the projections.  Cohort 
survival relies on data that is usually readily available and reasonably reliable - census 
data on births and past enrollments.  

"Goodness of fit," a measure of the percentage of error, is determined by dividing the actual 
enrollment figure by the projected enrollment figure for each level.  The errors are the 
magnitude of the percentage difference between projected and actual enrollments.  The 
smaller the percentage of error is the better.  Research literature indicates that total school 
district enrollment may be projected with an accuracy of plus or minus 1%, yet an individual 
school's error rate might exceed 10%.  Past system-wide error rates in Newton have been low, 
at around +/-1%, while grade level and school based projections have been significantly 
higher.  Tables 10, 11 and 12 show the accuracy of projections at the system level and also 
school by school and grade by grade. 

In summary, short-term projections are generally more accurate than long-term projections.  
Projections for districts with larger enrollments are more accurate than those for smaller dis-
tricts.  System-wide projections are more accurate than individual school projections.  Error 
is especially important to consider when reviewing the data beyond 2008-09.  These 
projections, at best, provide only the direction or trend enrollments will take through the later 
2000’s.  This is because beyond 2008-09, elementary enrollments must be based on predicted 



 

births in calendar year 2004 – a year that is not yet complete, and for which data has not yet 
been 100% collected.  Secondary level enrollments can be projected beyond that point with a 
greater assurance of reliability. 
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III.  ENROLLMENT HISTORY 
 
This section of the report looks at historical enrollment patterns in three ways.  The first is on 
a grade-by-grade basis, tracking the in and out-migration of students as each kindergarten 
class moves through the system.  The second combines grades into the groupings appropriate 
for Newton, including K-5, 6-8, and 9-12, with their growth/decline patterns noted.  The third 
reviews historical enrollment patterns on a school-by-school basis.   

Grade-by-Grade Analysis   

Table 15 shows Newton's historical cohort survival ratios by grade for the fourteen years from 
1991-92 through 2004-05.  This table shows the net in/out migration patterns for each grade 
level.  Ratios greater than 1 indicate growth and ratios less than 1 indicate a decrease in the 
trend.  Note that each cohort moving from K-1 has a survival ratio greater than one.  This 
indicates net in-migration as a class or cohort moves from K to grade 1.  

In past years, the transition from elementary school to middle school has been marked by net 
out-migration between grades 5 to 6, as some students leave to enroll in private or parochial 
schools.  This year, and for the third year in a row, there was no net out-migration between 
grades 5 and 6, with a cohort survival ratio of 1 (See Table 15).  This year and last year, 
however, there was a slight increase in the net out-migration of students in the year right 
before and in the year right after the grade 5 to 6 migration.   

In twelve out of the last fourteen years, as a class moves from grade 8 to grade 9, it increases in 
size.  This year the net in-migration was 25 students.  

Table 14 shows the changes in size of each class from 2003-04 to 2004-05.  The increase from 
kindergarten to grade one is 60 students.  There was a net in-migration between grades 2 and 
3 (+3), grades 3 and 4 (+1) and grades 8 and 9 (+25), and a net out-migration between grades 
1 and 2 (-1), grades 4 and 5 (-6), grades 5 and 6 (-3), grades 6 and 7 (-6), grades 7 and 8 (-4), 
grades 10 and 11 (-3) and grades 11 and 12 (-3).  There was no change in the number of 
students migrating from grade 9 to grade 10 (-0).  Note that in many cases, such as the net out-
migration of 3 students between grades 5 and 6, the cohort survival ratio rounds to 1.00 even 
though there is a small change in the number of students.       

The number of students leaving the system to attend non-public schools increased from 130 
students in 2002-03 to 152 students in 2003-04.  Specifically, there is a small decrease in 
those leaving the elementary schools (41 students versus 46), a significant increase in those 
leaving the middle schools (76 students versus 56) and a slight increase in those leaving the 
high schools (35 students versus 28).  

Elementary, Middle and High School Analyses 

Elementary Schools 

After two decades of enrollment decline, K-5 enrollments began to increase in 1985 and 
continued to increase through 1994-95.  Since 1994-95, the total K-5 enrollment has declined 
by 388 students.  The current enrollment of 4,975 students is an increase of 37 students over 
last year's total of 4,938 students.  This is the first year since 1998-99 that enrollment has 
increased. 



 

Total elementary enrollment was within 0.4% of what had been projected, coming in at 4,975 
versus the projection of 4,955.  The degree of accuracy of the projections varied across the 
elementary schools.  Note that the projections for four schools were exactly correct.  
Enrollments at seven schools were higher than projected, while enrollments at four schools 
were lower.  Last year was quite different, with enrollments at eleven schools lower than 
projected, while enrollments at four schools were higher.  

It is important to note that projections by school and grade for small populations are unlikely 
to yield less than 1% error ranges.  Projections prepared for the total elementary population 
might yield 0.5% accuracy, but would not give the detailed data required for planning 
purposes.  

Enrollments increased since last year in nine of the fifteen elementary schools, with Bowen 
leading the way at 12%, followed by Peirce at 5.5%.  Six elementary schools experienced 
declines since last year.  Lincoln-Eliot and Memorial-Spaulding showed the greatest 
percentage declines at 5.4% and 4.5%, respectively.  Last year, Lincoln-Eliot had the greatest 
percentage increase in enrollment (10%).  

The elementary variance of 20 additional students versus projections can be viewed by grade, 
as well as by school.  The combined Kindergarten and first grade variance of +68 students 
more than offsets the combined variance of -48 in the other grades.  Exit data reveals that 10 
fifth graders left the public school system to attend private schools, the exact amount that the 
fifth grade projection was over by.        

Middle Schools 

A comparison of current enrollments with the projections prepared last year shows an overall 
variance of 13 less students across the four schools.  Oak Hill had the largest variance, with 30 
less students than projected.  Bigelow came in just 9 students more than projected, while 
Brown had 5 more and Day had 3 more.   

For grades 6-8, enrollment fell to a low of 1,827 in 1988-89.  Since then, today's enrollment of 
2,620 is an increase of 793 students or +43%.  This year's middle school enrollment is down 
by 53 students versus one year ago.  Exit data shows that 33 of the 867 eighth graders in 2003-
04 left to attend private high schools.  For all grades in middle school, exit data shows that 76 
of the 2,673 middle school students in 2003-04 left to attend private schools.  

High Schools 

The 2003-04 school year commenced the redistricting effort as part of a multi-year plan to 
equalize enrollment at the two high schools.  North High's 2004-05 enrollment of 2,121 
students is 48 students less than last year and 3 students more than projected.  Seventeen 
students left North during or after the 2003-04 school year to attend private schools.  Ninety 
additional students left North for other reasons, primarily due to moving. 

South High School's current enrollment of 1,552 is an increase of 65 students over last year, 
and 26 students more than projected.  Exit data for South reveals that 78 students left South 
during or after the 2003-04 school year.  Of the 78 students, exactly one half either moved out 
of Newton or left the country, while 18 students left to attend private schools.  The balance of 
the 21 students left for a variety of other reasons.   



 

Eighty-three percent of 2003-04 Brown Middle School eighth graders went on to attend South 
High School in the 2004-05 school year, and 17% went on to North High School.  Last year, 
79% of 2002-03 Brown Middle School eighth graders went on to attend South High School in 
the 2003-04 school year, and 21% went on to North High School.  A split of ninety/ten for 
students will likely occur when the renovation of South is 100% complete.               

The enrollment in grades 9-12 was at its lowest point in school year 1990-91, with 2,680 
students.  Today's enrollment of 3,673 students is 993 greater than the historical low, an 
increase of over one third.  The next section takes a look at present enrollment versus 
historical peak enrollment.     

A Comparison to Peak Enrollment Years 

Total 2004-05 enrollment of 11,268 is 61% of the 1967 peak enrollment of 18,424.  North 
High School enrollment declined by 855 students or 29%, since 1972, the peak enrollment 
year when the school held only grades 10 through 12.  The current South High enrollment of 
1,552 students is 126 students, or 8% below the 1967 peak enrollment of 1,678 students.   

 
Peak   Enrollment  Year Number of K -12 Schools 
K-12  18,424  1967  23 Elementary, 5 Jr. Highs, 2 Sr. Highs 
K-6 9,887 1960  25 Elementary, 5 Jr. Highs, 2 Sr. Highs, 1 Technical 
School 
 
North High 2,976 1972  23 Elementary, 5 Jr. Highs, 2 Sr. Highs 
South High 1,678 1967  23 Elementary, 5 Jr. Highs, 2 Sr. Highs 

Present Total 11,268 2004  15 Elementary, 4 Middle, 2 Sr. Highs 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

TABLE 2 
DISTRIBUTION OF NEW METCO STUDENTS FOR FY06* 

School K 1 2 Total 
Angier 2 0 0 2 
Bowen 0 0 0 0 
Burr 3 0 0 3 
Cabot 0 0 0 0 
Countryside 2 2 0 4 
Franklin 0 0 2 2 
Horace Mann 0 0 2 2 
Lincoln-Eliot 4 0 0 4 
Mason-Rice 2 0 0 2 
Memorial-Spaulding 2 0 0 2 
Peirce 0 2 0 2 
Underwood 4 0 0 4 
Ward 0 0 4 4 
Williams 0 0 0 0 
Zervas 2 0 0 2 
Total 21 4 8 33 
*New METCO students each year replace graduates (grade 12) and students  
  who leave the program.      

 
English Language Learners (Tables 3 and 4) 
 
Table 3 indicates an increase (+1%) in the number of K-12 students identified as "English 
Language Learners" and enrolled in the state-mandated Sheltered English Immersion 
Program.  Twenty-three identified ELL students/families chose not to participate in the ELL 
Program. 
   

TABLE 3 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS ENROLLMENT (1990-2004) 

Year (As of 10/1) Program Enrollment % Change 
1990 316   
1991 390 23.4% 
1992 414 6.2% 
1993 486 17.4% 
1994 468 -3.7% 
1995 454 -3.0% 
1996 485 6.8% 
1997 480 -1.0% 
1998 466 -2.9% 
1999 509 9.2% 
2000 566 11.2% 
2001 581 2.7% 
2002 551 -5.2% 
2003 545 -1.1% 
2004 551 1.1% 



 

Table 4 shows the numbers of students in each of the 7 largest language groups for a three-
year span.  The students in these groups receive native language support as needed.  "Other" 
languages represent approximately 14% of the total program enrollment. 
 

 

TABLE 4 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS ENROLLMENT BY 

LANGUAGE 

Language 2002 2003 2004 

Difference 
10/03 to 

10/04 

Chinese (all forms) 

144         
(K-5 = 96;   
6-12 = 48) 

156         
(K-5=105; 
6-12 = 51) 

164         
(K-5=109; 
6-12=55) 8 

1Russian 

94          
(K-5 = 59;   
6-12 = 35) 

91          
(K-5 = 66;  
6-12 = 25) 

88          
(K-5 = 61;   
6-12 = 27) -3 

Spanish 

42          
(K-5 = 23; 
6-12 = 19) 

73          
(K-5 = 51;  
6-12 = 22) 

81          
(K-5 = 54;   
6-12 = 27) 8 

Korean 

44          
(K-5 = 28; 
6-12 = 16) 

38          
(K-5 = 22;   
6-12 = 16) 

45          
(K-5 = 26;   
6-12 = 19) 7 

Japanese 

34          
(K-5 = 32; 
6-12 = 2) 

29          
(K-5 = 26;   
6-12 = 3) 

31          
(K-5 = 24;   
6-12 = 7) 2 

Hebrew 

53          
(K-5 = 35; 
6-12 = 18) 

57          
(K-5 = 41;   
6-12 = 16) 

41          
(K-5 = 27;   
6-12 = 14) -16 

Portuguese 

19          
(K-5=N/A; 
6-12=N/A) 

26          
(K-5 = 11;   
6-12 = 15) 

23          
(K-5 = 8;    

6-12 = 15) -3 
Other 140 75 78 3 
Total 551 545 551 +6 

 
 
Non-Resident Students (Table 5 – See Next Page) 
 
The number of non-resident students attending the Newton Public Schools has increased from 
498 last year to 514 students this year.  The number of non-resident students enrolled in the 
Newton Schools has reached as high as 560 students within the last decade.  Students enrolled 
in the METCO program have traditionally made up approximately 80% (81% this year) of the 
total non-resident population.    
 
 
 
 



 

TABLE 5 
NUMBER OF NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS 
OCTOBER 1, 2003 AND OCTOBER 1, 2004 

Category 2003 2004 Difference % Change 
METCO Program Students 418 415 -3 -0.7% 
Tuition-In Students 0 5 5 -100.0% 
Hearing Impaired (EDCO) 35 40 5 14.3% 
Okay to Attend 8 9 1 12.5% 
Faculty Children 37 45 8 21.6% 
Total 498 514 16 3.2% 

 
 
Special Education Students (Table 6) 
 
The number of students receiving Special Education services is reported by program 
placement rather than by prototype as it had been reported prior to October 2003.  The current 
codes reflect time out of the regular classroom environment.  Most students are placed in the 
general education classroom with less than 21% of the time spent outside of the classroom.  
The percentage of Special Education students in the Newton Public Schools increased from 
17.5% last year to 18.5% this year even as total enrollment remained constant.  
 
 

TABLE 6 
DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 

October, 2004 
  Level of Service   
Level 10 20 40 50 60 70 90 

% of Time Outside Classroom <21% 
21-

60% >60% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Total 
Special 

Education* 
% of Total 
Enrollment 

Elementary 660 40 24 17 1 0 2 744 15.0% 
Middle 483 91 9 25 2 0 0 610 23.3% 
Senior High 436 134 89 49 18 0 0 726 19.8% 
Total 1,579 265 122 91 21 0 2 2,080 18.5% 
*Includes tuitioned out students.  It does not include Pre-School students.  If Pre-School students (140) were included in  
 this table, the total special education population would be 2,220.      
 
          

October, 2003  
  Level of Service    
Level 10 20 40 50 60 70  

% of Time Outside Classroom <21% 
21-

60% >60% 100% 100% 100% 

Total 
Special 

Education* 
% of Total 
Enrollment  

Elementary 649 34 8 19 1 0 711 14.3%  
Middle 467 77 16 19 1 0 580 22.1%  
Senior High 368 149 90 51 23 0 681 18.5%  
Total 1,484 260 114 89 25 0 1,972 17.5%  
*Includes tuitioned out students.  It does not include Pre-School students.  If Pre-School students (80) were   
   included in this table, the total special education population would be 2,052.    
 
 
          



 

 
TABLE 6, CONTINUED 

October, 2002 
  Prototype   
Level 502.1 502.2 502.3 502.4 502.5 502.6 502.7 
% of Time Outside Classroom 0% 25% 60% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Total 
Special 

Education* 
% of Total 
Enrollment 

Elementary 107 514 9 19 18 0 0 667 13.4% 
Middle 66 376 67 13 10 1 0 533 19.8% 
Senior High 6 415 85 89 38 20 0 653 18.0% 
Total 179 1,305 161 121 66 21 0 1,853 16.4% 
*Includes tuitioned out students.  It does not include Pre-School students.  If Pre-School students (74) were included 
   in this table, the total special education population would be 1,927.      
          

October, 2001 
  Prototype   
Level 502.1 502.2 502.3 502.4 502.5 502.6 502.7 
% of Time Outside Classroom 0% 25% 60% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Total 
Special 

Education* 
% of Total 
Enrollment 

Elementary 131 402 13 18 22 0 0 586 11.7% 
Middle 84 343 52 29 24 3 0 535 19.9% 
Senior High 5 385 82 85 40 26 0 623 17.5% 
Total 220 1,130 147 132 86 29 0 1,744 15.5% 
*Includes tuitioned out students.  It does not include Pre-School students.  If Pre-School students (101) were included 
  in this table, the total special education population would be 1,845.      

 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

NESDEC ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 

This section looks at projections made by NESDEC (New England School Development 
Council) for the Newton Public Schools.  Note that NESDEC projections are calculated by 
total grade rather than by school and by grade. 
 

Comparison
FY06       

2005-06
FY07       

2006-07
FY08       

2007-08
FY09       

2008-09
FY09       

2009-10
System-wide 
Projections 11,237 11,142 11,020 10,845 10,757
NESDEC 
Projections 11,234 11,115 11,020 10,957 10,858

Difference 3 27 0 -112 -101

TABLE 7
COMPARISON OF NEWTON PROJECTIONS TO NESDEC'S AS OF 10/1/04

USING 5 YEAR COHORT SURVIVAL RATIO

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 




